
Dialogue avoids 
the real topic. 

This is a deflection
 framed as courtesy

Introducing an 
off-screen character 

escalates stakes 
without adding new cast 

Annotated Screenplay
Example

One-Pager

One domestic scene demonstrating sluglines, action, dialogue, pacing, subtext, and
restrained parentheticals.

Slugline grounds us in an 
interior, everyday setting

Action establishes
 visual detail 

without emotional
commentary

Tom is introduced through
behaviour and timing, not

description. His presence shifts the
power balance of the scene

Parenthetical clarifies timing and
 the beat lets tension breathe 

Continue to
escalate tension
through action

and little
dialogue. Allows
subtext to help

tell the story
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